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INS ‘Airavat’ arrives at V.O. Chidambaranar Port, Tuticorin, with 198 Stranded Indian 
nationals from Maldives 

 
          Today, on 23.06.2020, Indian Navy Ship ‘Airavat’ repatriated 198 Indian nationals from 
Maldives as a part of the ongoing operation 'Samudra Setu' under the ‘Vande Bharat’ Mission 
by the Government of India to evacuate Indians stranded in different parts of the world by 
Sea. 

INS ‘Airavat’ arrived from ‘Port of Male’, Maldives, to VOC Port at 0600 hrs. and was 
subsequently docked at Berth No.11 at 0645 Hrs. Among the 198 Indian nationals 
disembarked at the VOC Port, 191 are male & 7 are female. 

On arrival, the evacuees from Maldives were screened by the Port Health Officials and 
their luggages were sanitized. On issue of PPE kits by the Port to all passengers, the 
passengers were boarded into the waiting buses and transited to the Passenger terminal. On 
reaching the passenger terminal, self-declaration forms were obtained from the passengers 
and were asked to download and configure ‘Aarogya Setu’ app in their smartphones, using 
the Wi-fi provided by the Port Authority. Thereafter, immigration and Customs formalities were 
completed, and the passengers were guided to the respective buses for their onward 
destinations. Refreshment, breakfast and lunch for all the passengers were jointly arranged 
by the Port Authority and the District Administration. 

The entire operations were meticulously guided by Shri T.K. Ramachandran, I.A.S, 
Chairman, V.O. Chidambaranar Port Trust, Shri Sandeep Nanduri, I.A.S., District Collector, 
Shri Arun Balagopalan, I.P.S., Superintendent of Police, Shri B. Vishnu Chandran, I.A.S, 
Additional Collector, Shri Bimal Kumar Jha, Deputy Chairman, V.O.Chidambaranar Port 
Trust, Capt. Aasish Kumar Sharma, Commanding Officer, INS Kattabomman. 

Shri T.K. Ramachandran, IAS, thanked the District Administration, Indian Navy, 
Customs, Immigration, PHO and Senior Officers of Port for the coordinated efforts taken for 
the safe repatriation of Indian nationals through VOC Port, Tuticorin. 

Earlier this month, 686 stranded Indians from Srilanka and 700 stranded Indians from 
Maldives were repatriated to India through VOC Port by ‘INS Jalashwa’ by the Government. 
The next repatriation of Indian nationals from Iran to India through VOC Port is tentatively 
scheduled on 1st / 2nd July, 2020. 

The above details were released in a Press Release by V. O. Chidambaranar Port 
Trust today.  
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gj;jphpf;if nra;jp vz; : 27      Njjp :23.06.2020 
J}j;Jf;FbapYs;s t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKfj;jpw;F ,e;jpa flw;gil fg;gy; ‘Iuhtj;’ 

%yk; khyj;jPtpy; rpf;fp jtpj;j 198 ,e;jpah;fs; jhafk; te;jile;jdh;   
 

cyfstpy; jhf;fg;gl;bUf;Fk; nfhNuhdh itu]; njhw;wpd; ghjpg;gpdhy; ntspehLfspy; 
rpf;fp jtpj;J tUk; ,e;jpa Fbkf;fis jhafj;jpw;F mioj;J tUtjw;F ,e;jpa muR ‘te;Nj 
ghuj;;’ vd;w jpl;lj;jpd;fPo; ‘rKj;jpu NrJ’ gzpapd; %yk; fg;gy;fspd; thapyhf jhafk; 
mioj;J tUfpwJ. ,jd; xU gFjpahf> ,d;W 23.06.2020 ,e;jpa flw;gil fg;gy; ‘Iuhtj;’ 
khyjPtpy; rpf;fp jtpj;j 198 ,e;jpah;fis J}j;Jf;FbapYs;s t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKfj;jpw;F 
mioj;J te;jJ.  

,e;jpa flw;gil fg;gy; ‘Iuhtj;’ khyjPtpYs;s khNy JiwKfj;jpy; gazj;ij 
Jtq;fp 23.06.2020 ,d;W fhiy 0600 kzpastpy; t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKfj;jpd; fg;gy;jsk; 
11-I te;jile;jJ. t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKfj;jpy; te;jpwq;fpa ,f;fg;gypy; 198 gazpfspy; 
191 Mz;fSk; kw;Wk; 7 ngz;fSk; cs;slq;Fth;. 

,f;fg;gy; te;jTld;> gazpfs; midtiuAk; fg;gypUe;J ,wf;fg;gl;L JiwKf 
Rfhjhu mikg;gpd; %yk; kUj;Jt ghpNrhjidFl;gLj;jg;gl;L mth;fsJ rhkhd;fs; 
fpUkpehrpdp njspf;fg;gl;lJ. NkYk; gazpfSf;F jdpg;gl;l ghJfhg;G cgfuzq;fis (PPE 
kits) toq;fpa gpd;G mth;fSf;nfd Vw;ghL nra;ag;gl;bUe;j NgUe;Jfspy; JiwKf gazpfs; 
Kidaj;jpw;F mioj;Jtug;gl;lhh;fs;. gazpfs; Kidaj;jpw;F gazpfs; te;jTld;> 
gazpfsplkpUe;J Ramwptpg;G gbtk; ngwg;gl;lJ> gpd;G wi-fi ,izg;gpd; %yk; gazpfspd; 
ifNgrpapy; ‘MNuhf;fpa NrJ’ nraypia gjptpapwf;fk; nra;a tYAWj;jg;gl;lhh;fs;. ,e;j wi-
fi trjpia t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKfk; Vw;ghL nra;jpUe;jJ.  mjd; gpwF gazpfs; 
Rq;fJiw kw;Wk; FbAhpik Jiwapd; midj;J tpjpKiwfspd;gb rhpghh;f;fg;gl;L gpd;G 
mth;fSf;nfd Vw;ghL nra;jpUe;j NgUe;jpy; mDg;gp itf;fg;gl;ldh;. NkYk; gazpfSf;F 
fhiy czT kw;Wk; kjpa cztpid t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKfk; kw;Wk; J}j;Jf;Fb khtl;l 
eph;thfk; ,ize;J Vw;ghL nra;jpUe;jJ.  

jpU. jh.fp. uhkr;re;jpud;> ,.M.g. t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKf nghWg;Gf; fof jiyth;> 
jpU. re;jPg; ee;J}hp> ,.M.g.> khtl;l Ml;rpah;> J}j;Jf;Fb khtl;lk;> jpU. mUz; ghyNfhghyd;> 
,.fh.g. fhty;Jiw fz;fhzpg;ghsh;> J}j;Jf;Fb khtl;lk;> jpU. gp. tp\;Z re;jpud;> ,.M.g.> 
khtl;l Ml;rpah; ($Ljy; nghWg;G)> J}j;Jf;Fb khtl;lk;> jpU. gpky;Fkhh; [h> t.c.rpjk;gudhh; 
JiwKf nghWg;Gf; fofj; Jizjiyth;; kw;Wk; Nfg;ld; Mrp\; Fkhh; rh;kh> fkhz;bq; 
mjpfhhp> I.vd;.v];. fl;lnghk;kd; MfpNahh; ,e;j nray;ghLfs; midj;ijAk; cldpe;J kpf 
cd;dpg;ghf ftdpj;J topelj;jpdh;.  

NkYk; jpU. jh.fp. uhkr;re;jpud;> ,.M.g. t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKf nghWg;Gf; fof 
jiyth; mth;fs; ntspehl;bYs;s ,e;jpah;fs; ghJfhg;ghf t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKfk; 
thapyhf jhafk; jpUk;Gtjw;F midj;J Vw;ghLfisAk; rPhpa Kiwapy; jpl;lkpl;L 
nray;gLj;jpaikf;F J}j;Jf;Fb khtl;l eph;thfk;> ,e;jpa flw;gil> Rq;fJiw> FbAhpik 
Jiw>  JiwKf Rfhjhu mikg;G kw;Wk; JiwKf mjpfhhpfs; midtUf;Fk; ed;wp 
njhptpj;Jf; nfhz;lhh;fs;. 

,jw;F Kd;G ,Nj khjj;jpy; ,yq;ifapypUe;J 686 ,e;jpah;fSk; kw;Wk; 
khyj;jPtpypUe;J 700 ,e;jpah;fSk; ,e;jpa fg;gy;gil fg;gy; ‘[yh\;th’ %yk; 
t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKfk; khh;f;fkhf jhafk; te;jile;jJ Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ. NkYk; mLj;J 
01.07.2020 my;yJ 02.07.2020 md;W <uhd; ehLfspYs;s ,e;jpah;fs; J}j;Jf;Fb 
t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKfk; thapyhf jhafk; tu cj;Njrkhf jpl;lkplg;gl;Ls;sJ.  

Nkw;nrhd;d jftiy t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKfnghWg;Gf; fofk; ,d;W ntspapl;Ls;s 
gj;jphpf;if nra;jpf; Fwpg;gpy; njhptpj;Js;sJ. 

    kf;fs; njhlh;G mjpfhhp 


